
The Lemon Grove Forward Club came into exiatance when a group 
of 12 women of the Grove began meeting i n the homes as a study group 
of l i t e r a t u r e and current events. The f i r s t meeting was held i n the 
home of Mrs. G- H. Schellbach on the corner of P a c i f i c and Buena 
V i s t a s t r e e t s . Mr a- Schellbach was i t ' s f i r s t president and some 

charpter 
of theyimembers were Mrs. A l i c e B e l l , Mrs. Barbara Hendry, l l r s . P h i l p 

was w r i t t e n by Miss iCdith Constable, a teacher i n the Lemon Grove 
school at that time* The Rev. G« Hand pastor of the Lemon Grove 
Community Congregational Church and h i s wife gave much help i n 
arranging the program of study. Among the books studied were Bryce's 
South A merica. Bay View Magazine and a study, of Mexico. 

As the club grew i n numbers, meetings were held i n the Country 
Club b u i l d i n g on the cornor of Church and Oliv e s t r e e t s , which also 
served as the County L i b r a r y . 

The Club joined the County Federation i n 1 9 1 3 , S t a t e Federation 
1917 and was incorporated, JJTan. 3 , 1921, and opened i t ' s own clubhouse 
at the present l o c a t i o n May 1 9 2 2 . 

To the present time, 2 3 presidents have served and members now 
number over 1 3 3 * a t l v e and a s s o c i a t e . 

The mortgare on the clubhouse was burned at the Christmas party 
i n 1 9 4 4 . 

I n 1945 the Forward Club J u n i o r s were organized. The club now 
has a garden s e c t i o n . Book Revies s e c t i o n and Drama department, and 
the J u n i o r s have an a r t s and c r a f t s department. The seniors organized 
an a r t s and crafts^department which i s not fu n c t i o n i n g at the present 
time. I t has at a l l times supported and endorsed a l l c i v i c improvements 
and p r o j e c t s and contributed generously to many worthy causes. 

Always i t ' s progress has been as i t ' s name "Forward" and i t s t i l l 



looks forward to the future as i t has been i n the past, to an 
or g i n a z a t i o n of h e l p f u l f r e n d i l l n e s s and c u l t u r e i n a growing 
community. 



F i r s t year H i s t o r y ©f ^tm&n Qvre Ferward Cl\ib, 

Late i n I 9 I S ©r e a r l y 1913 about a dezen Lemon Grave l a d i e s were 
c a l l e d t©gether liy ||rs,G.M.Sehellfeach and a l i t e r a r y and c u l t u r a l Club 
was ©rganized w i t h 
Pres.^Mrs. C.H.Schellbach. i 
Vice Pres.-Mrs. A l i c e l e l l , 
Ree. Se®.- Miss l a r b a r a Hunt, l a t e r ^ r s , Hendry. 
T r e a s u r e r ( t ) 

Names of those belenging that year ( same were Charter members) were: 
W.L.K. Good; Chas.Good; l e l l ; Hey; Hand; M\int; Love; ^as.West; J e s t e r ; 
Kerfoot;Sonka S r . ; i r y a n ; Miss l a r b a r a Hunt. 

Af t e r considerable d i s c u s s i o n , the name of"Forward Club of ̂ emon Grove 
was chosen because that expressed ©ur s p i r i t and purpose. 

We met at the homes of members ©nee i n two weeks, and refreshments 
were l i m i t e d to a minimum—usually t e a and cookies.Mrs. Hoy helped make 
out the f i r s t year program which included papers ©n t r a r e l , book reviews, 
c u r r e n t events, e t c . Mexico was p r e t t y thoroughly covered| : , One 
woman was a doctor and she gave p r a c t i c a l ideas on keeping our h e a l t h — 
and we a l l took notes at eadh meeting, i 

Ambition a s p i r e d to a Club Song, w r i t t e n by Miss E d i t h Constable, a 
teacher i n the L.G. schools, and sung by the Forward Club q u a r t e t t e . The 
Rev. and Mrs. Hand of the Congregational Church, were of much help and en­
couragement. The l a s t meeting of the year was open to Clu^ husbands, 
and w e l l attended. 



H i g h l i g h t s of the Forward Club 
f o r the years 

I 9 I 3 t c I9T9 
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P r e s i d e n t s Mrs. C.H. -Shellbach 
Mrs. A l i c e B e l l 

Mrs. J . i ^ T^isher 
Mrs T.J.Brvan 
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Years aero .when lemon Grcye could s t i l l he c a l l e d a auiet l i t t l e 
v i l l a g e , there grew uv i n i t s midst, as a symbol of i t s f r i e n d l i n e s s , 
c u l t u r e and Tarcfrress a groun of women that organized and grew and streng­
thened i n t o what we know PS the Fo-rward Club. There i s no record of i t s 
e a r l i e s t days. I n Sentemher of •T? they voted to d r a f t new by-laws as 
a l l former records were destroyed. This o f f i c i a l l y i s the hesinning 
of our present club. That same year they joined the San Bieoro Con'^tv 
Federation of Womens Clubs and sin c e then the club has worked w i t h 
and f o r that organization. 

Meetings were held twice a month i n a buildine: that now stands hack 
of the Community Church , on Church S t r e e t , and now owned by E a r l Near. 
Thi s was rented from an organization named The Lemon Grove Country Club. 
Hostesses f o r each meeting prepared the rooms f o r the occasion, did the 
decorating and served the t e a . 

Members answered the r o l l c a l l w i t h a current event or some other 
response. The programs were much as we have them todpy. Music, dancing, 
readings or some form of entertainment would he furnished by I c c s l talol^ 

ent or drawn from laMesa. S n r t DieffO or elsewhere, as w e l l as snxcnlying 
the more s e r i o u s part of the program. I n reading the minutes c f the 
meetings of those years, one would have e f e e l i n g of great i n t e r e s t s 
and respect f o r the a c t i v i t i e s of our club during i t s youthful days. 



Following are aome of the gubjeota and a o t i v i t i e s f o r those years. 
A prolonged study of Mexico and South America. 
Stndy of IT«̂ tional P^irks. 
Women's r i g h t s Rmendraent. 
Goye-mment and i:I?^tlonal questions. 
The two e x D C S i t i o n s .at Ssn Frahcisco and San Diego. 
T r a v e l e r ' s p i d w i t h -Dartioular reference t c the e x p o s i t i o n s . 
Wftter Go-nservetion. 
Conservation of w i l d l i f e . 
Boulevard t r e e p l a n t i n g end State F o r e s t r y s e r v i c e . 
MntciuR money f o r buying, plsntin?^ end care c f t r e e s . 
S C C I F I s e r v i c e . 
Armenian s u f f e r e r s . 
The I n d i a n s . 
C a l i f o r n i a L?^ndscaping under Kate Sessions. 
Child w e l f a r e . 
C h i l d h e a l t h and co-operation w i t h schools. 

JanS. '15 iJoted t h a t club dues were f i f t y cents f o r a c t i v e members, 
one d o l l a r f o r a s s o c i a t e members. 

The above item, i n d i c a t e s why the s o c i a l and economic l i f e c f the 
club were so c l o s e l y r e l a t e d . O c a s i o n a l l y there wcnl-^ be a t e a or a 
b i r t h d a y par - 7 7 , but cxten the s o c i a l a f f a i r would be a money making 

occasion, card loarty, dance, entertainment of dinner. 

Perha-ns the c h i e f pro.lect of the club during those years was 
t r e e p l a n t i n g . They p-ave a t r e e p l a n t i n g entertainment to r a i s e funds 
which seemed to be a success. Thereafter there ^̂ î as cccasion t c to r a i s e 
more funds to care f o r the t r e e s end replace l o s t ones,As we l o c k t h e 
older t r ees planted elcng the parking l e t us give a k i n d l y thought to 
those e a r l i e r women who have come end ffone end l e f t a memento f o r us. 

S e n . g. I 9 I 6 i l c t e d the f i r s t .lanitor s e r v i c e when the club vot­
ed t c pay twent^^ - f i v e c e n t s tc have the rooms prenared f o r the meeting. 

A second p r o j e c t came w i t h the war. The club co-ODerafed w i t h 
the v a r i o u s agencies to "do t h e i r b i t ? They sold t h r i f t stamps and worked 
?or the Refl Qrcps two afternoons a month . 

Another p r e l e c t was using some club days t c work at A r t s & Craft"-



Vlfhilo Mrs Rona f r i g h t was president there arose the questicnof 
r e g u l a t i n g the opening and c l o s i n g c f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l "border, and 
the club p e t i t i o n e d Seo Mellon to s u s t a i n the nine o'clock c l o s i n g 
order. Also the club on Arbor Day planted a Jackaranda t r e e i n 
memory of Spencer B e l l , he beingthe one Lemon Grove boy who paid the 
supreme s a c r a f i o e during World War One, 

Mrs. Wests l a s t term of o f f i c e endorsed a b i l l providing an i n ­
s t i t u t i o n f o r the cure of drug a d d i c t s . They made a t r i p to the 
M i t c h e l l Art G a l l e r y i n Coronado, and one day celebrated w i t h a p i c n i c 
at F lynn Springs. T h i s ends the era of the e a r l y club l i f e of 

As %11 club women know, there i s always the f i n a n c a l problem to 
be met. There were card p a r t i e s , suppers, dances, s a l e c f refreshments 
f o r community n i g h t s , bazaars, making of garments f o r s a l e , r e n t a l of 
club house. Presenting c f dramatics f o r percentages, rummage s a l e s , 
donations, entertainments and l e c t u r e s . Also v i s i t i n g of i n s t i t u t i o n s 
b r i n g i n g 4 fee per person t c the club . 

our club. 
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